
 

 
 

Welcome! 
 

Thank you for joining the blue manatee press family! We are excited to have 

you here. Please take a moment to review our Welcome packet and familiarize 

yourself with who we are and what we do, enjoy some blue manatee press inspired 

activities, and review some of our board and picture book top picks and best sellers. 

 

Blue manatee press, located in the Cincinnati neighborhood of Oakley, was 

founded in 2011 with a mission to create meaningful, enduring books that help bring 

grown-ups and children together. Led by a pediatrician, Dr. John Hutton, the team 

consists of experts in child development, fine art, and children’s literature. Blue 

manatee press publishes original children's books that utilize a variety of artistic 

media and strive to create stories that are both educational and fun, with an 

emphasis on turning off screens and experiencing the world through hands-on, 

creative play. 

 



 
 

Book Inspired Activities 
 

We encourage you to take inspiration from our board and picture books and​ use any 
and all of the activities and resources blue manatee press creates. Here are 

some of our favorites! You can find all of these activities and more on the 
Rainy Day Activities section of our website at 

http://www.bluemanateepress.com/rainy-day-activities 
Make sure to share and tag us on social media @bluemanateepress 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bluemanateepress.com/rainy-day-activities


 
Lord Wolfington’s Cranberry Orange Scones 

Inspired by one of our favorite picture books, ​Mr. Pumpkin’s Tea Party ​written 
and illustrated by Erin Barker, Lord Wolfington’s Cranberry Orange Scones 

are easy and fun to make! 
 

Recipe and Ingredients 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Odd Animals ABC’s​ Word Search 
A fun and different way to learn your ABC’s! Based on the picture book ​Odd Animals 

ABC’s​, find all the odd animals from Aye-Aye to Zebra Duiker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Hungry Henry’s ​Octopus Paper Plate Craft 
Make this cute paper plate octopus with a few supplies and easy steps. Inspired by 

our board book, ​Hungry Henry​. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Hungry Henry’s ​Octopus Paper Plate Craft 
 

Directions: 
 
1. Paint the paper plate yellow. 
 
2. Trace a 6.5" diameter circle onto the red paper and cut out. There are several ways to do this; you 
can cut a circle out of a second paper plate and trace it, or you can use a household item such as a 
cereal bowl turned upside down to trace. Or freehand it, if you're really daring! 
 
3. Fold the red circle in half, then fold in half again and crease. Unfold the circle. 

 
4. Using the creases in the paper as a guide, draw 2 straight lines to form a cross, dividing the circle 
into fourths. Then draw 2 more lines diagonally so you have a total of 8 sections. 
 
5. Cut 8 small triangular indents around the edge of the circle—one at the end of each line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Now take a piece of white paper and fold it in half. Draw a small circle (about 1.5" in diameter) onto 
the paper and cut it out. These circles will be the eyes. 
 
7. Color pupils onto each eye using black marker, then glue the eyes onto the red circle. Add a mouth 
below the eyes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Fold a piece of yellow paper in half and draw four legs at different lengths. Cut them out and you will 
have 8 legs. With your glue stick, apply glue to the tops of the legs, as shown below. 
 
9. Glue the legs to the body. (Note: Some people find it easier to glue the two leg pieces together before 
attaching to the body.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And there you have it! A friendly octopus who's ready to join you on all kinds of adventures! 
What will you name it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
My Papa is a Princess​ Paper Dolls 

Play dress up with Papa and his daughter with our Paper Dolls inspired by one of our favorite 
picture books, My Papa is a Princess! From Firefighters to chefs to, of course, Princesses, 

there’s a lot of things Papa and his daughter can be! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
How to Draw Penguin from​ Peekaboo Planet 

Follow along with this easy and fun step-by-step guide and draw the adorable penguin 
from our board book, ​Peekaboo Planet​! 

 
 



 

 
Give the Solar System a Splash of Color 

Use crayons, colored pencils, markers or even water color paints to color in your 
favorite planets from our picture book, ​Sleepy Solar System​! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
blue manatee press Top Picks 

Check out some of our favorite and top pick titles in both board and picture books! 

 
 


